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P N\ .8 The Sam Schmidt
Paralysis Foundation is honored to announce
racing legend Parnelli Jones as our 2010

Legendary Driver award winner.

The award will be presented during the 11th
annual Racing to Recovery Gala on Wednesday,
May 19 in Indianapolis.

The competitive versatility of Parnelli Jones is, D

perhaps, unmatched in all of racing. In his

career, he won races in many types of vehicles:

sports cars, IndyCars, sprint cars, midget cars,

off-road vehicles and stock cars. He is

www.GrandPrix5K.com

associated with the famous Boss 302 Mustang,

with his wins using the engine in the 1970's.

Parnelli Jones may be most remembered for his
1963 Indianapolis 500 win, for almost winning

the 1967 Indianapolis 500 in a revolutionary



http://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/templates/*|ARCHIVE|*
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wV2r42l6sQo&feature=related
http://www.grandprix5k.com/
http://samschmidt.org/

turbine-powered car, and for his role in bringing
the stock block engine to USAC Sprint Car

racing.

Parnelli Jones’ career as a racecar driver spanned
2+ decades. Starting in the 1950’s, he quickly
became a Stock Car phenomenon. He won at
Pike's Peak in 1963 and the USAC Stock Car
crown in 1964. His first major championship was
the Midwest Region Sprint Car title in 1960. The

title caught the attention of promoter J.C.

Agajanian, who became his sponsor.

In 1962, Parnelli Jones’ raced the Indianapolis
500 in a car called "01’ Calhoun”, now on display
in the Speedway Museum. He finished 12th and
was named Rookie of the Year. In the 1962
Indianapolis 500, Jones became the first driver
to qualify at over 150 mph, winning the pole
position with a speed of 150.370 mph. In 1967,
he raced the Indianapolis 500 for team owner

Andy Granatelli.

When Parnelli Jones retired as a driver, he
quickly became a successful team owner,
winning the Indianapolis 500 in 1970 and 1971
with driver Al Unser, the 1971, 1972, & 1973
USAC National Championships, and
championships in off road racing, as well as
running a Formula One team. He also found
success as a businessman, with Firestone

distributorships and other business pursuits.

Parnelli Jones was inducted into the prestigious

International Motorsports Hall of Fame in 1990.

Upcoming Events

March:

e 3/26: Run, Walk 'N
Wheelathon, St. Petersburg FL
» 3/27: Day at the Races, St.
Petersburg FL

April:

= 4/14: Parnelli Jones Private
Museum, Torrance, CA

» 4/17: Day at the Races, Long
Beach CA

May:

* 5/19: Annual May Gala,
Indianapolis IN

* 5/21: Day at the Races,
Indianapolis IN (tentative date)
June:

* 6/18: Run, Walk 'N
Wheelathon, Newton IA
(tentative)

* 6/19: Day at the Races,
Newton 1A

July:

¢ 7/15: Run, Walk 'N
Wheelathon, Honda Indy
Toronto Canada

e 7/17: Day at the Races,
Toronto Canada (tentative)

August:




Even today, when someone drives very fast you
are likely to hear people say, "Who does he think

he is, Parnelli Jones?”

For more information on Parnelli Jones and the International
Motorsports hall of Fame, click here.

To view a video on the 1967 Indy 500, click here.

Olympic Fever Is Far From Over!

U s PARALYMPICS The 2010 International

Paralympic games take place in Vancouver March 12-21.

The Paralympic Games are a multi-sport event for
athletes with physical and visual disabilities, including
athletes with mobility disabilities, amputations,

blindness, and cerebral palsy.

In the 2010 Winter Paralympic Games, athletes will
compete in five disciplines — Alpine Skiing, Ice Sledge
Hockey, Biathlon, Cross-Country Skiing and Wheelchair
Curling. The events emphasize the participants’ athletic

achievements rather than their disability.

A projected 600 elite athletes with a physical disability
from more than 40 countries are expected to compete
at the Games. The U.S. Team, made up of athletes

from 20 U.S. states, will compete in five sports (alpine
skiing, biathlon, cross country skiing, sled hockey and

wheelchair curling).

¢ 8/19: Run, Walk, 'N
Wheelathon, Infineon Raceway,
Sonoma CA

» 8/21: Day at the Races,
Infineon Raceway, Sonoma CA
» 8/28: Day at the Races,
Chicago, IL

September:

» 9/3: Day at the Races, Sparta
KY

October:

» 10/30: Run, Walk &
Wheelathon, Las Vegas, NV
November:

» 11/1: 5th Annual Racing to
Recovery Golf Tournament, Las
Vegas, NV

Visit our website for

information on how to register for
any of these events, or call the
Sam Schmidt Paralysis
Foundation at 317-236-9999.
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In 2006, the Sam Schmidt Paralysis
Foundation collaborated with Joni and Friends to
provide a Quality of Life grant for very special
wheelchair racing wheels for an athlete from Ghana to

attend the Paralympic Games in Beijjing, China.
The Paralympic Games take place in the same year as
the Olympic Games and are now held in the same city,

using the same venues.

History Of The Paralympics

Prior to WW 1I, life expectancy after a spinal cord injury
was only a few years. After WWII, medical knowledge
regarding spinal cord injuries improved dramatically,
which then translated into improved rehabilitation

techniques, leading to ever-improving life expectancy.

In 1944, wheelchair sport and recreation were
introduced as forms of treatment and rehabilitation for
war veterans with spinal cord injuries. This initiative
eventually led to the first official Paralympic Games,
held in Rome, Italy in 1960.

Future Of the Paralympics

The Paralympic movement has grown dramatically since
its early days, from a few hundred participating athletes
to thousands today. The Games are the world’s largest

sporting event after the Olympics, and the fastest

growing movement in international sports.




The Paralympic Games continue to evolve with time,

giving a chance for disabled athletes all over the world

to come together and compete for the same thing, to

strive for the best.

The Games hold no limits or boundaries; only never-

ending possibilities for athletes all over the world.

7o learn more about the Paralympics, click here.

For information on the 2010 Paralympics in Vancouver, click
here.

For interesting stories about paralympic athletes, click here.
7o read a newsletter including a daily overview of the Games
experience, interviews and stories, click here.

For daily highlights video clips, click here.

Viewers from all over the world can tune in to coverage of the

Games at www.ParalympicSport.TV.
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Follow us on Twitter, Facebook and You Tube!
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